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Editorial

While PDPU was dancing to the beats of Navratri in early October, SLS was also busy 
with its own flurry of activities.  The department of Psychology hosted several events 
in this month, which includes the Psychometric test workshop, and a guest lecture on 
psychoanalysis. School of Liberal Studies, in collaboration with Gujarat Institute of 
Psychological Research invited Dr. Suhas Doshi, Dr. Himanshu Desai, Directors and 
Psychiatrists along with psychologist Dr. Rutuja and Mehul Patel from GIPS to conduct 
role play based guest talk on “Psychiatry in One hour.”  

Along with that, the International Relations Department of SLS in association with 
SOUTH BLOCK organised a guest lecture on "Making Deliberative Democracy 
Successful" by Prof. James S. Fishkin of Stanford University.  SLS and UNICEF Gujarat 
organised a Civil Society Consultation event for developing a Plan of Action for 
Children (SPAC) drawing inferences from the National Policy on Children 2013 on 20-
21 October in PDPU. Around 60 civil society members and 50 academicians 
participated in the event.  
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Psychiatry in one hour

School of Liberal Studies, Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University in collaboration 
with Gujarat Institute of Psychological Research invited Dr. Suhas Doshi, Dr. Himanshu 
Desai Directors and Psychiatrists along with psychologist Dr. Rutuja and Mehul Patel 
from GIPS to conduct role play based guest talk on “Psychiatry in One hour” on  
October 20, 2016, Dr. Nigam Dave, Director, School of Liberal Studies, PDPU 
congratulated the Department for taking efforts to celebrate World Mental 
Awareness day through a series of guest talk and activities to create awareness  in 
society. Dr. Ritu Sharma, Asst. Professor and HOD Psychology emphasized role play 
session can facilitate easy understanding about signs and symptoms of various 
mental illness for budding psychologist.  "Psychiatry in One Hour" by team of 
Psychiatrist from GIPS was a novel approach to learning various Mental Illnesses. It 
included role play representation of mental illnesses such as depression, 
schizophrenia, obsessive-compulsive disorder and anxiety through role-plays. 

The role-plays were a unique experience for students. The session was very 
interactive as the students asked several questions enthusiastically. As the role-plays 
were in a very simple language, it was easy for the students to decode and interpret 
which disorder was being talked about. All in all, it was a very enriching and 
informative session. Through raising awareness of mental illness and the facts that 
surround it, we hope to reduce these factors in order to sensitize communities 
enough to allow people with mental illnesses to live harmonious lives of dignity and 
respect. Arjun Hurra, Mansi Thakkar, Vinika Ravat and Yashasvi Shah along with 
Alisha, Pratyay Godiawala, Mahima Pahwa, Nishtha and Shimoni Agarwal worked 
tirelessly to make the program a huge success. 123 students across various batches 
of SLS participated in this role play based guest lecture.

-Mansi Thakkar, Batch 2013 



Psychometric test workshop

Department of Psychology at SLS organized a workshop on “Psychometric Tests”, 
between 17 – 24 October, 2016 for Psychology students of batch of 2014. The 
workshop conducted by Shachi Barot (PhD scholar '16) and mentored by Dr. Ritu 
Sharma, Head of Department of psychology. 

The workshop aimed to educate students of applied and clinical psychology about 
different experiments to test individuals motor learning, verbal learning, problem 
solving, IQ measuring tests, Letter – digit substitution test, whole versus part method of 
learning of verbal and motor learning, mirror tracing test for eye-hand coordination 
learning, trial and error with maze learning and pass along test to measure IQ. In this 
workshop Students have shown their participation with full attention and enthusiasm 
to learn. The workshop was facilitated by student lab coordinators, Nishi and Trishla.

03



04

Screening of “Mor Mann Ke Bharam”
with Heer Ganjawala & team

Heer Ganjwala and her team visited Dept. of Mass Communication at SLS recently 
and screened their award winning film "Mor Mann Ke Bharam" (an Illusion of my 
Mind). The film is about an author's struggle between what he wants to write and what 
others might want to read culminates into a surrealist novel. The film attempts to 
create an experiential narrative using the ambiguous and cryptic form of illusions. 
Entangled in the web of imagination, a struggling mind of a Writer pieces together 
the fragments merging the line between illusion and reality. Heer Ganjwala 
discussed the making of the film as well as answered students' questions about the 
film as well as from making.
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Teach For India Event

SLS hosted a Teach for India event where a bunch of 100 amazing children spent a 
day at PDPU campus. Most of these students come from lower income groups. SLS 
students assisted the TFI faculty in teaching the students and playing sports with 
them. TFI is doing amazing work in contributing to providing quality and inclusive 
education to all, and also creating a platform for educated youth to contribute 
directly to nation-building by teaching and mentoring the next generation. The 
students were motivated and smart, and we loved having them on campus.



Intervention in Community Betterment
with SLS, PDPU and Safal Constructions

SLS, PDPU and Safal Constructions Pvt. Ltd.(bSafal Group), initiated the first 
Intervention in Community Betterment Series at Bavaji Na Chhapra, Khokhra. It is a 
rehabilitated Slum in Ahmedabad. The Intervention series is a result of the Pre and 
Post Rehabilitation Impact assessment Project done by Ms. Neeta Khurana and Dr. 
Ritu Sharma of SLS, PDPU. The initiative has been supported by Director of SLS, 
Prof.(Dr.) Nigam Dave and that of Mr. Rupesh Brahmbhatt, MD bSafal Group who has 
been the driving force in taking the study to the intervention stage. Dr Ajay Chauhan, 
Medical Superintendent, Government Hospital, Ahmedabad, Dr. Rajendra Anand, 
Superintendent, Kanoria Hospital & Research Centre were the guest speakers. 

200 residents of the rehabilitated slum, participated in the Mental Health Awareness 
programme and the poster making competition on the themes of “Ek Pahel Mansik 
Swasthya ki Aur” and “Beti hai to Kal hai”. A total of 169 poster entries were put up in 
the society in a designated Poster Exhibition. Simran Bhatia , Shachi Barot, student 
coordinators and volunteers Meenoni Daga, Nishi Shah, Trishla Surana, Sharon Kutty, 
Aesha Patel and Himja Trivedi worked tirelessly to make the program a huge success. 
Mr. Shailesh Shinde, the leader of the society and Ms. Payal Shinde, a resident of the 
society gave their feedback by a resident. 
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Report on Cinematic Tourism: The 
Way Forward

Students of School of Liberal Studies, PDPU volunteered to help CII ( Confederation 
of Indian Industries ) in managing the event, Cinematic Tourism: The Way Forward, 
that was organized by the Tourism Corporation of Gujarat Limited ( TCGL ). The 
event was held on 29th of August, 2016 at Mahatma Mandir. The program  was a 
big affair in itself since it was a Pre-Vibrant Event.
The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Gujarat, Shri Vijaybhai Rupani, who also inaugurated 
the event,  took a lot of pride in this new initiative by the Tourism Department of 
the state to make Gujarat the perfect destination for film shooting in the country.

Having being crowned the "Most film friendly state", Gujarat turned out to be 
perfect to host such an event.The attendees of this huge event were a rather 
diverse and elite crowd, from government officials to popular directors  and also 
a wide array of celebrities such as, Paresh Rawal, Suneil Shetty, Dino Morea and 
many more. The event has various panel discussions headed by popular people 
from the film industry.The panel held discussions and debates on the topics such 
as, Modern Film Making, Exploring Avenues in Entertainment Sector and various 
other topics. The discussions resulted in the audience viewing the cinema industry 
in a different light. 

The main job of the PDPU team was to ensure a smooth start to the entire event by 
managing the various registration desks, enabling  the gold class invitees to visit in 
and  around the town, being the  liaison officers to the government and film 
dignitaries and also managing their stay and arrival in the hotels in Gandhinagar 
and Ahmedabad . The event gave us an opportunity to not only view the function 
but also interact with a lot of influential personnel. Many of us were quite star 
struck by the star studded event and couldn't resist getting more than a few 
pictures clicked with them which would surely be well preserved in our galleries as 
precious memories. Working for the event required us to be under intense 
pressure of managing the event and taught as a lot about perseverance and 
also  provided us with an experience of  working under a government sponsored 
event.

Gujarat has been the host to many movies such as 2 states, Prem Ratan Dhan 
Paayo and Piku, and most directors consider the state to be their favourite when it 
comes to shooting movies with its picturesque historical locations, and natural 
beauty along with a crowd of friendly citizens, Gujarat proves to constantly be a 
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Report on Cinematic Tourism: The 
Way Forward

Not only Bollywood movies, but the Gujarati movies too are known to be a 
treasure trove of talent. Along with that Gujarat also boasts of a rich theatre 
culture that adds to the beauty of this state when it comes to Cinema. 
The seminar also brought forward various reforms and resolutions to policies that 
aid the movie makers who plan on making movies in the state and along with 
that various plans to assist those who plan on shooting their films in the state which 
will only add to the appeal of the state as a movie hub. 

Vedant Sharma ( SLS'13) co-ordinated for the event to ensure that we are at ease 
while working. Being a part of this event has taught us a lot as students and 
enabled us to think of the kind of individuals that we tend to grow after working 
for such big events. "Cinematic Tourism- The Way Forward" had been a great 
experience that would surely add a sparkle to our list of achievements and give 
us good light towards our way forward.

- Fiza Anand (15BLS051)
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It was inspiring to hear the founder of Honey Bee Network, Prof. Anil Gupta from IIM-
Ahmedabad, a globally renowned scholar in the area of grassroot innovations. He 
addressed the faculty, staff and students of the university on the topic "Creating 
Communities & Corporations: Can We Learn for Grassroots Innovators?" during the 
Pandit Deendayal Memorial Lecture.

Lecture with Prof. Anil Gupta
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Lecture with Ms. Lucinda Gibbs

Ms. Lucinda Gibbs, Manager, Global Strategic Marketing, First Solar Inc. USA 
delivered an interesting lecture on "Innovation in Solar Energy Solutions For Rural 
Energy Access”. This topic holds great interest amongst technologists, 
environmentalists, economists, scientists and policy-makers alike, due to its far-
reaching effects for societal welfare and urban-rural equity in facilities, if utilized 
correctly. 



Stanford Professor Fishkin's Lecture

On 26 October 2016, the International Relations Department of SLS in association 
with SOUTH BLOCK organised a guest lecture on "Making Deliberative Democracy 
Successful" by Prof. James S. Fishkin of Stanford University. Prof. Fishkin is a Professor 
of Communicator and a Professor of Political Science. He is also the Director of 
Stanford's Centre for Deliberative Democracy and Chair of the Department of 
Communication.

Prof Fishkin began by giving a brief on different kinds of democracies that exist. 
He also explained the role of the government and the public which vary to some 
degrees in the different types of democracies. After having set the premise, he 
explained what he is best known for, the concept of Deliberative Polling. 
Deliberative Polling is a practise that takes into consideration public consultation 
on various societal issues to explore how opinions would change if they were 
more informed. Having collaborated and conducted Deliberative Polls in many 
countries, he gave examples of the various issues that were discussed at different 

The lecture was followed by Q&A 
session. One of the main themes 
of these questions was on the 
relevance of Deliberative Polling 
in an Indian context. Students 
inquired whether this practise of 
deliberations and discussions 
can be used to solve various 
societal issues in India given the 
lack of information, corruption 
and bureaucratic red-tape. 

An interesting end note was given by Prof. Sitakanta Mishra about the 
'argumentative' tradition in Indian. He also added that the concept of such 
discussions and debate to bring about a solution to the problems has already 
been enshrined in Indian constitution and practiced at the grassroots level in 
India in the form of Panchayati Raj system.
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UNICEF Event

SLS and UNICEF Gujarat organised a Civil Society Consultation event for 
developing a Plan of Action for Children (SPAC) drawing inferences from the 
National Policy on Children 2013 on 20-21 October in PDPU. Around 60 civil 
society members and 50 academicians participated in the event. The 
deliberations aimed to help streamline the orientation on the draft National Policy 
on Children 2016 with the objective to facilitate orientation for stake-holders on 
the National Policy on Children; and to draw inputs and inferences for a State 
Action Plan for Gujarat with the Civil Society and stake-holders perspectives.
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Shrotavyam

A Poetry Reading Activity was held under the title SHROTAVYAM on 26th October from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. The theme of the activity was to recite Nature and Romantic Poetry from 
English Literature. Under graduation and Post graduation students took part in the activity 
overwhelmingly. SHROTAVYAM is a Sanskrit word. It means, “(we) should hear”. The main 
objective was to make hearing a more interesting activity. The meaningful, insightful and 
interesting poems from English Literature, Hindi Literature were brought out of library 
closets by the students of literature and were made familiar to all the Liberal Arts Students 
and Faculties. 
The event was organized by Dr. Urmi Satyan and Dr. Harmik Vaishnav. The activity was 
planned to make English poetry more familiar to the students and faculty of other 
disciplines. As the name of the event suggests, it was mainly with the purpose to make 
poetry more interesting so that more people can rejoice the rhythmic presentation of 
poetry.  

he following students recited poems:
Kewallya Jain: Mai jise odhta bichata hu - Dushyant Kumar's Gazal

Megha Sharma: A thing of Beauty - Keats

Nikita Sharma: Surprised by Joy - Wordsworth & Ek Mulaqat - Amrita Pritam

Nirmal Shukla: Kitaben - Gulzar

Rutvi Vadera: Tyger Tyger - William Blake & My heart leaps up - Wordsworth

Shashwat Khatri: She Walks in Beauty - Lord Byron & Sarfaroshi ki Tamanna - Reinvented 
version by Piyush Mishra

Yashasvi Mehta: Punishment - Seamus Heany

Raenhha Dhami: Hatasha - Vinod Kumar Shukla & Soliloquy of a Solipsist - Sylvia Plath

SHROTAVYAM brought together students and faculty of various disciplines for relishing the 
marvel of poetic art. The students also practised various techniques and art of poetry 
recitation before performing. The entire event was hailed with enthusiasm and 
appreciated by participants and audience. The event was highly appreciated by the 
Director, SLS and the faculty members. The event was followed by high tea. There was talk 
also on the effect of recitation and rhyming on poetry. The students also decided to bring 
out and explore more the recitation  and musical elements in poetry for further study.
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Faculty Achievements

On 21 October 2016, Dr. Sitakanta Mishra was 
invited to speak on Public Acceptance as an 
Integral Part of Nuclear Industry Infrastructure at 
the India Nuclear Energy Summit 2016 
organised by UBM India and ROSATOM at 
Nehru Science Centre, Mumbai. Dr Mishra told 
that there is no pan-Indian anti-nuclear 
movement per say in India till yet. The 
opposition to nuclear projects in India is 
sporadic and motivated by rehabilitation 
grievances, not anti-nuclear or green ideology. 
This is rather a challenging opportunity for the 
nuclear establishment to provide appropriate 
information to the public to take them along by 
clarifying the uncertainties and misperceptions 
prevailing.

Dr. Sitakanta Mishra 

- Research article publication:
 
 "Nuclear Security Summit: How Far and What Next",  Air Power, (Oct-Dec 2016) Vol 11, 
no. 4, ISBN: 8187966300, pp. 115-134.

 - Article: "Will SAARC Reincarnate?”  IndraStra Global, Vol. 02, Issue No: 10 (2016), ISSN 
2381-3652, http://www.indrastra.com/2016/10/FEATURED-Will-SAARC-Reincarnate-002-
10-2016-0028.html 

- Conducted a Civil Society Consultation on Child Development as part of UNICEF 
project to recommend a State Action Plan for Children (SPAC) on 20 October 2016.

- Published an Opinion on "India and the Multilateral Export Control Regime" in the                 
Debate Section of Indian Foreign Affairs Journal (New Delhi),
      http://www.associationdiplomats.org/publications/ifaj/Vol11/11.3/11(3)-ejournal.html
 
- Gave an Interview to the Iranian news agency - Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA)  
on SAARC and Iran, 
 http://www.irna.ir/en/News/82258809/  
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Faculty Achievements

Dr. Harmik Vaishnav 

Dr. Harmik Vaishnav, Asst. Professor, Dept. of Languages, 
Literature and Aesthetics at SLS, has launched his new 
book “Better Your English” (Publisher: PRABHAT PRAKASHAN, 
NEW DELHI. A 50 year old renowned publisher. Pages: 168. 
ISBN: 9788184304961). This book endeavours to make the 
speaker or writer who uses English language frequently 
aware about certain technicalities of the language and 
its proper use. English language is like a double edged 
sword, if used well and properly it will create a favourable 
impression in professional and social arena and if not 
used properly i.e. crude language, it will create negative 
image of the communicator. A person who has had 
education in English medium may also sometimes slip into 
the pitfall of technicality; this may be out of practice and 
habit or because of not knowing the exact use. This book 
is not a basic course in English but beyond that which will 
be useful for regular users of English language and even 
for beginners. For this purpose, the book is useful for 
students of various disciplines, professionals, teachers, 
researchers and any person interested in English 
language as well as English communication. 

Dr. Ritu Sharma

Dr. Ritu Sharma was nvited as a Guest of Honour & Closing 
Keynote Speaker at the Certificate Distribution for “Brainbow 
Synopsis Experts”-Academy of Multiple Intelligence [B.S.E.] on 
Saturday 15th October, 2016 .
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Student Achievements

The PDPU Basketball (Girls) team 
defended their championship title 
successfully at Shaurya – The IIM 
Ahmedabad Annual Sports Fest. 
Congratulations on their successive 
victory! 
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Faculty Reflection

Need for A Library Revolution
There are many new developments, owing to which a change in libraries is now 
very essential. The need for a revolution demands a change in the role plays by 
traditional library professionals. We now need blended Librarians - academic 
library professionals who combine the traditional skills and who have the ability to 
use technology to process and retrieve information and to use it in providing 
services , learning process for library users. Information and communication 
Technology (ICT) has changed the way work in done in all types of libraries and it 
is still changing rapidly. Again Digital technology and internet connectivity has 
changed the library scenario. Owing to these changing technologies, a 
revolution is needed in all university and public libraries. Due to several factors this 
may not be possible, but can we not bring about a gradual positive change? 
There are a large number of factors which indicate an urgent need for change.
Digital in Age: 
This is the age of Data Digitization. Digitization is the process by which physical or 
manual records such as texts, images, video and audio are converted to digital 
form. This is now of paramount importance as information and data are 
becoming an integral part of every organization. Large scale digitization work has 
been done of books, journals, conference papers, and reports. Hence we have 
now hybrid libraries, both physical libraries and digital libraries. Digital libraries 
provide greater access to information and knowledge. Also there are no barriers 
of time and space. Major digitization initiatives are being undertaken in India. The 
Indian institute of science in collaboration with the Carnegie melon University in 
USA has done large scale digitization work. This work is done with full financial 
support from Department of Electronics and Information Technology. The digital 
data generated by the scanning centers is web enabled on 'Digital Library of 
India" web site http://www.dli.ernet.in 
Internet of Things (IoT):
IoT refers to communication between things containing embedded technology 
connected via wireless networks. The number of objects connected to the 
internet, including smart phones was less than 1 billion devices in 2009. It is 
estimated that there will be nearly 26 billion wireless devices, connected to the 
internet by 2020. This will not only change the way businesses are transacted, but 
will also have an impact on learning & Knowledge management. 
Mobile Learning: Smart Education system for India:
Anupama raman, curriculum architect, IBM analytics education services, conveys 
her own views about the need and importance of mobile learning or M-learning. 
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Faculty Reflection

She feels that the use of mobile devices to read books, Journals, Research 
papers, to deliver education anytime, anywhere, could be a boon for India's 
education sector. According to a recent study, Indian users, on an overage 
spend 3 hours and 18 minutes every day with their smart phones. 
Libraries as Learning Laboratories:

Libraries must provide numerous technology-infused group study rooms and 
project-development spaces. As "laboratories that learn," these spaces are 
designed to be easily reconfigured in response to new technologies and 
pedagogies. In this interactive learning environment, it is important to 
accommodate the sound of learning-lively group discussions or intense 
conversations over coffee-while controlling the impact of acoustics on 
surrounding space. We must never lose sight of the dedicated, contemplative 
spaces that will remain an important aspect of any place of scholarship. We must 
consider the type of student and faculty an institution wants to attract and retain; 
the library plays a critical role in this respect. Once we understand the potential 
of the library, its role, and the value it adds to the educational experience, we 
can develop a detailed program to explore alternatives for spatial organization 
as a means to fulfill an educational vision. Only then can we create a unique 
physical response to the needs and aspirations of a given institution.
In conclusion, Owing to these revolutionary changes we need to underscore and 
emphasize the growing importance of libraries as places learning and research 
in the digital age. Libraries have always been the heart of any institution, both 
symbolically and physically. They are not only a logical extension of the 
classroom but have been transformed into vital intellectual centers. They provide 
a place where students can work together to explore, access and analyze 
information. 

  - Dr. Prashant Panda
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Student Reflection

Mark of a Hero 

The Leaves are Yellow Were I Stood, waiting for you to come.
My White Shining Dress, Sparkling like a Icicle in the Sun.  
But Alas When You Finally Came, Wearing a Jacket of Wood, 
Wearing the Proud Marks on your Chest, like a Medal Of Valour.
I stand by you, as you put you in your Bed. 
Rest  Now Daddy I say, 
Be At Peace, you have served us well, There will be no Tears, just Happy 
Memories of u, Dear Father,  
You shall always bear those marks of hero, for me to show.

Ninaad Ghoshal, SLS 14
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Creativity Corner

- Mahima Pahwa, SLS 15

LIFE 

With a flow it goes
And a silent bow 
No one around
Lust listen to the sound!! 

Oops! Almost fell down, couldn’t see the picture
It was way too dark
And it all emphered
Listening to the sounds that were way too far
Couldn’t follow up the dreams
As it all tore apart!! 

Having no by - stander 
It stood upright 
And following the light 
Gave its life a rise 

Happiness struck it profusely 
And standing on the beach
Looking at the sunset’s beauty

Relaxing till the edge 
Lying on the bed
It stood up and said

“We are all in the same game; just levels. 
Are different.. dealing with the same; 
Just different devils; sitting with the same; 
Having no idea what they intend to say”

Alert we need to be
Life is beautiful 
We just need to dig out its beauty...
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